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Identifying the Creative City with a Foresight Approach: The Case of Chabahar in Horizon 1430 (2051)
Shahbakhsh Raeisi

Farhangian University, Zahedan, Iran

Abstract

Moving towards the creation and realization of a creative city is very necessary and important
due to the city's position as the place where knowledge society bases are formed, and the
importance and focus of cities in economic development. This research aims to investigate the
future situation of the creative city of Chabahar using the future-research approach in the horizon
of 1430. The research method is descriptive-analytical in terms of the type of applied research
and exploratory in terms of its nature. The required information was collected through survey
and documentary studies. In the survey method, Delphi technique was used in the form of a
group of 22 experts (officials, experts and academicians specializing in the fields of geography,
urban planning and future research). To analyze the data and information, the interaction analysis
method was used in the Mic Mac software. The results of the research indicate that first 49
factors as key factors in 7 dimensions; functional facilities and services, tourism, leisure and
welfare, transportation, creative class, environmental, political, health and social; It was
identified as the future creative city of Chabahar. Based on the results, 16 main factors were
identified and specified as key drivers in the formation of the creative city with the future-
research approach of Chabahar city.

Keywords: Creative city, future study, mic-mac, Chabahar city.

Introduction

Cities have always served as centers of invention and creative innovation (Safaipour & Hajipour, 2022:
5). In order to effectively meet the evolving demands of contemporary societies, they require creative
thinking, the presence of attractive and innovative urban spaces and environments, as well as creative
leadership (Mouratidis, 2021: 22). The creation of a desirable urban environment requires the utilization
of indigenous and local knowledge and skills. Mumford argues that in the early city, numerous
relationships existed that gave rise to social innovations and creativity in urban life. From his perspective,
the city is the manifestation of civilization, which over centuries has generated numerous innovations.
The presence of a well-designed public space within the city can provide a favorable foundation for
attracting the creative class and facilitating the activities of this social group (Akarasardashti &
Sajadzadeh, 2021: 170).For the development of a creative city, it is essential to identify and determine the
key elements of creativity so that, by relying on driving forces, cities can be transformed from a static
condition into dynamic and vibrant urban centers (Majnooni-Toutakhaneh, 2020: 76). Chabahar, located
in the southeast of the country, is a tourism destination endowed with abundant natural, cultural, social,
and other potentials. By fostering and expanding these capacities in the field of tourism, Chabahar can
emerge as a significant tourism hub both in Iran and globally. Among the city’s natural tourist attractions
are its rocky coastline, mud volcanoes, mangrove forests, the Pink Lagoon, Martian Mountains, Gazdivo
caves, the short-muzzled crocodile habitat, blowholes, sunrise and sunset sceneries, turtle nesting
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beaches, and the Tis Cave. In addition, Chabahar is home to historical attractions such as forts,
cemeteries, and traditional houses.

Materials and methods

The research method is descriptive—analytical; in terms of type, it is applied, and in terms of nature, it is
classified as an analytical and exploratory study based on emerging methodologies in futures studies. The
data collection process relied on both documentary and field methods. For gathering the required
information, library studies were employed to compile the research background and theoretical
framework, while the initial list of driving forces of change, key factors of change, and change indicators
was identified and subsequently discussed and examined within an expert panel. Furthermore, the main
variables were collected and analyzed through a researcher-designed questionnaire (in the form of a cross-
impact matrix), applying the Delphi technique to reflect the views of experts (22 specialists). This was
also later used to identify critical drivers. The indicators encompass seven dimensions: functional
facilities and services, tourism, leisure and welfare, transportation, the creative class, environmental
factors, as well as political, health, and social dimensions.

Discussion and results

In this study, a total of 49 factors—covering the domains of functional facilities and services, tourism,
leisure and welfare, transportation, the creative class, environmental, political, health, and social
dimensions—were identified through environmental scanning and the Delphi technique as influential
elements shaping the future trajectory of Chabahar as a creative city. The 49 key factors identified by
experts were organized into a 49 x 49 matrix. To determine the driving forces among these key factors,
the cross-impact analysis method was employed using MICMAC software.

The findings indicate that, out of the 2,007 assessable relationships in the matrix, 394 were assigned a
value of zero, suggesting no mutual influence between the respective factors. A total of 356 relationships
were characterized by low influence (value of one), while 495 relationships exhibited relatively strong
influence (value of two). Moreover, 480 relationships demonstrated significant mutual influence (value of
three). The remaining 640 relationships, with a value of four, represent potential and indirect interactions
among the factors.

Conclusion

This research, through the analysis of seven dimensions—functional facilities and services, tourism,
leisure and welfare, transportation, the creative class, environmental, political, health, and social—and
sixteen key factors, was conducted to envision the future of Chabahar as a creative city by the horizon
year 2051 (1430 in the Iranian calendar). The findings reveal that the current state of variables indicates a
critical and unfavorable situation for Chabahar’s transformation into a creative city. Under such
conditions, despite the presence of suitable cultural, religious, academic, and other infrastructures,
Chabahar lacks the readiness to become a creative city in the short term. Nevertheless, it possesses the
potential for such a transformation. By leveraging the advantages of a creative city and establishing the
necessary foundations, Chabahar could evolve into a creative city, thereby enhancing citizens’ welfare in
the future. It should be noted that some of the driving forces are situated at the national level, thus
limiting the capacity of local governance to enhance them. However, through local planning, those drivers
that fall within the scope of local management can be strengthened.
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