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Figure 1: Study area Figure 2: Topographic configuration of elevations
along the Azerbaijan-Turkey border
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Table 1-Frequency distribution of the sample group based on demographic characteristics
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Table 2- Extracted codes related to the main research variable
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Table 3- Extracted codes related to the research indicators
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Table 4- Correlation matrix of the research variables
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Figure 3: Standardized factor loadings
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Table 5- Fit indices of the measurement model
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! Goodness of fit index

? Adjusted goodness of fit index

¥ Normed fit index

* Comparative fit index

> Relative Fit Index

® Incremental fit index
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Abstract

In the last two decades, West Azarbaijan province has gained new importance due to the
import of various foreign goods, and its border towns such as Koze Resh Selmas border and Razi
Khoi customs in Qator section located in Khoi city on the Iran-Turkey border have gained special
fame. Have. In this regard, the purpose of the current research was rural development of the border
area of West Azerbaijan province with Turkey, focusing on the areas or bazaars. This research is
applied in terms of purpose and qualitative and quantitative in terms of method, i.e. combined. In
the current research, interview and questionnaire methods were used to collect data. In the
gualitative dimension, the statistical community of the research was made up of experts and elites
who have an opinion in the field of rural development. In the quantitative dimension, the statistical
population of the research including the families of the border region of West Azerbaijan province
with Turkey was studied as a sample. In the analysis of qualitative data, the foundation data
method was used, and to review, analyze and confirm the model, the foundation data was coded
manually and in the quantitative part, software such as SPSS, SmartPLS software was used to
confirm the model. Based on the results of this research, it was found that economic, institutional -
political, natural, cultural, social and infrastructural factors are effective in the rural development
of the border area of West Azerbaijan province with Turkey. Among the obtained factors, the
institutional-political factor with a factor load of 0.891 has the highest impact on the development
of rural areas.

Keywords: rural development, border areas, border bazaar, West Azerbaijan

Introduction

West Azerbaijan province, bordering Turkey, has experienced a resurgence in economic
activity over the past two decades, largely attributed to the import of various foreign products.
Border towns such as Kozeh Resh Selmas and Razi border crossing in Khoi county, located in the
Qator section along the Iran-Turkey border, have gained particular prominence. This study aims to
analyze and promote rural development within this border region, with a specific focus on the role
of local markets, or bazaars. Recognizing that socio-economic development is not uniformly
distributed across a nation, and that border regions often face unique challenges and opportunities,
this research investigates the factors influencing rural development in this strategically important
area. The concept of borders as potential barriers or bridges for development is central,
highlighting how cross-border cooperation and trade can significantly impact regional growth.

Methods and Materials

This study is applied in terms of its objective, aiming to provide practical solutions for rural
development in border regions. In terms of nature and method, the research is descriptive—survey
and also incorporates the Delphi technique, as expert opinions were utilized during the data
collection phase. Furthermore, considering the analysis of relationships among variables and the
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examination of causal pathways, the research follows an experimental—causal approach, as it
investigates cause-and-effect relationships between factors influencing rural development. In the
qualitative phase, a grounded theory approach was employed, involving in-depth interviews with
experts and elites in rural development. Data was collected through purposeful sampling,
including the snowball technique, until theoretical saturation was reached, with 30 experts
selected. The quantitative phase involved surveying families residing in the border region of West
Azerbaijan province. A sample size of 400 participants was determined using simple random
sampling, with convenience sampling used for participant selection. Data analysis in the
qualitative dimension utilized manual coding of grounded theory data, while the quantitative data
was analyzed using statistical software such as SPSS and SmartPLS to validate the research
model. Both phases were designed to provide a comprehensive understanding of the factors
affecting rural development in the context of border markets.

Findings and Results

The study identified several key factors influencing rural development in the border area of
West Azerbaijan province with Turkey, centered around the role of local markets. These factors
were categorized into: economic, institutional-political, natural, cultural-social, and infrastructural.
Statistical analysis, including Pearson correlation, revealed significant interrelationships between
all identified variables. The findings indicated that institutional-political factors, with a factor
load of 0.891, exerted the most substantial influence on the development of these rural areas.
Economic factors, cultural-social aspects, natural conditions, and infrastructural elements also
played significant roles, all demonstrating meaningful correlations with rural development.
Specifically, the analysis of qualitative data through grounded theory identified key themes related
to community awareness of foreign nationals, understanding border market regulations, shared
culture and language with neighboring communities, social cohesion, government policies, cross-
border cooperation, border security, political stability, access to amenities, transportation,
communication, and essential services. Quantitative analysis supported these findings by
confirming the statistical significance of these factors. The study also highlighted that while border
markets hold potential for economic revitalization, they have, in some cases, become channels for
informal trade rather than engines of development, contrasting with the more successful models
observed in Turkish border markets.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The research concludes that rural development in the border areas of West Azerbaijan
province is a multifaceted process influenced by a combination of economic, social, institutional,
natural, and infrastructural factors. The institutional-political dimension emerged as the most
critical driver. Border bazaars, when effectively managed and supported by appropriate policies,
can serve as crucial gateways for economic exchange, job creation, poverty reduction, and
mitigating out-migration from border villages. Sustainable development in these regions hinges on
strategic planning, leveraging local capacities, and fostering cross-border collaboration.
Recommendations stemming from this study include: 1. Policy Enhancement: Governments
should focus on creating supportive policies for border regions, ensuring political stability and
fostering strong cooperation with neighboring countries. 2. Economic Empowerment: Initiatives
should be implemented to boost local economies through targeted investments, creation of diverse
employment opportunities beyond traditional agriculture, and support for local businesses
operating within border markets. 3. Infrastructure Development: Investment in essential
infrastructure, including transportation, communication, and social services, is crucial to improve
living standards and connectivity. 4. Community Engagement: Raising awareness among local
populations about market regulations, fostering social cohesion, and encouraging community
participation in development initiatives are vital. 5. Further Research: Future studies could explore
the impact of cross-border tourism, the role of women's empowerment in border economies, and
comparative analyses of border development strategies in different contexts. By addressing these
factors and implementing targeted strategies, the potential of border bazaars can be fully realized
to foster sustainable and inclusive rural development in West Azerbaijan province.
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