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Figure 1: Study area
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NDVI (Bs —B,)/(Bs + B,) Tucker et al, 1979

SAVI [(Bs —B,)/(Bs+B,+L)]*(1+1L) Huete, 1988

DVI (Bs —B,) Jordan, 1969

GVI (Bs —B3)/(Bs + B3) Gitelson et al., 1996

IPVI (Bs/B4) + B, Crippen, 1990

RVI (Bs/By) Jordan, 1969
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Figure 2: The best band composition created based on the OIF index
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Figure 4: Wheat cultivation areas based on maximum likelihood algorithm classification
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Abstract

Considering that Ardabil province is one of the important centers of wheat cultivation,
determining the level of cultivation in economic and political programs will be of special
importance and can ensure the country's food security. But in the past, most traditional
methods, such as field measurement, etc., which had many errors, were used to determine the
level of crop cultivation. Therefore, in this study, it was tried to estimate the level of wheat
cultivation in the study area using Landsat 8 satellite images, and using vegetation index
(NDVI, SAVI, DVI, GVI, IPVI, RVI), analysis of the Principal components analysis (PClI),
Optimum Index Factor (OIF) with Classification of Maximum likelihood. Based on the
results obtained from the analysis of Principal components analysis, more than 99% of the
data variance was explained in the three main components, and the best color combination
extracted from the OIF index was determined as bands 5, 6, and 7 with the numerical value of
8383.73. Also, the results showed that the level of wheat cultivation in the 94-95 crop year in
the study area with kappa coefficient and overall accuracy of 0.87 and 95.2%, respectively, is
about 59203.07 hectares and with the statistics of agricultural Jahad in Ardabil province,
which It is about 62480.21 hectares and has a difference of 5.24% or in other words about
3277.14hectares, which seems to be acceptable. Therefore, it can be concluded that Landsat 8
images can analyze the Principal components analysis and the optimal factor index in
determining the area under wheat cultivation.

Keywords: Wheat, Cultivation, Principal component analysis, Landsat, Ardabil.

Introduction

Global climate change has reduced the yield and even cultivation of some major crops such as
wheat, barley, and rice. Therefore, since wheat is one of the most important human food
sources and Ardabil province, especially Moghan plain, it is one of the main areas in the
production of agricultural products such as wheat, etc., determining the level of cultivation
will be of special importance in planning economic and political, and it can provide food
security for the country. In the past, more than traditional methods such as field
measurements, etc., were used to determine the level of crop cultivation that had many errors,
but satellite imagery was used with the advancement of remote sensing capabilities and timely
provision of data. In the following, some of the studies conducted in the world and Iran about
the level of crop cultivation will be mentioned: Ogawa et al. (1997), Rudel et al. (2009),
Kumbhar (2011).
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The study area

The study area, in this study, is the northern part of Ardebil province including, Ardebil,
Billesavar, Girmi, Meshkinshahr, Namin, and Parsabad cities. Ardebil province is located in
the northwest of Iran, with an area of 17953 square kilometers, which includes about 1.09
percent of the total area of the country.

Research Methodology

In the present study, Landsat 8 was used in path 167 and row 33 on 10/8/2015 that is due to
the coincidence with the period of cultivating and harvesting wheat in the region. To
understand the wheat cultivation sites in the study area, it was referred to the Agricultural
Jahad Department of Ardebil Province, and approximate plant cultivars were identified. After
identification of the wheat cultivation sites, it was attempted to preprocess and prepare the
image for applying the desired vegetation indices (NDVI, SAVI, DVI, GVI, IPVI, RVI) on it,
as well as analysis of the Principle Component Analysis (PCA) along with determination the
best color mix of the Optimum Factor Index (OIF).

Vegetation indices

Vegetation indices have many uses in the measurement, and the purpose of extracting each of
these indicators is to predict and evaluate plant characteristics such as canopy cover, biomass,
leaf area, or vegetation percentage. These indices are a series of math operations that are
applied between bands and are very useful in identifying areas with different ranges.
Accordingly, in the present study, were used of infrared, red, and green bands of Landsat 8 in
the ENVI 4.8 environment and were extracted the vegetation indices.

Principal component analysis

One of the most valuable results of linear algebra is the investigation of the principal
component analysis, which is a simple and non-parametric data extraction method for
confusing sets. In the analysis of principal components, data sifted from a high-dimensional
space into a low-dimensional space. A principal component analysis is used to reduce the
number of parameters, to simplify the examination of the features in lower bits, and more than
90% of the image information is usually compressed in the first three components.

Maximum likelihood algorithm classification

The maximum likelihood method is the most accurate and most widely used method among
other supervised classification methods. The maximum likelihood method evaluates the
variance and covariance of classes. For this, it is assumed that all educational areas have a
normal distribution.

Results and discussion

After referring to the Agricultural Jahad Department of Ardebil province, wheat cultivars
were identified in the study area. Then we proceeded to preprocess and prepare the desired
image for applying the vegetation indices on it, as well as analysis of the Principal component
analysis along with determining the best color combination of the optimum factor index. An
OIF analysis was performed to determine the best false-color combination from Landsat 1 to
7 bands, and the best color combination was used to detect the complications and phenomena
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in the study area, which most researchers considered to be desirable to determine the false-
color combination. After obtaining the best bands and the peak of chlorophyll wheat is harvest
time in the study area (August), has attempted to obtain indices of vegetation, including
(NDVI, SAVI, DVI, GVI, IPVI, RVI) (Fig. 3). Using these indicators helps to reveal and
improve the characteristics of vegetation in a better image Identification and study. Finally, in
the present study, the method of classification of the maximum likelihood algorithm with a
coefficient of kappa of 0.87 and a general accuracy of 95.2% was used to identify the areas
under cultivation of wheat in the studied area (Fig. 5). Then was extracted using ArcGIS
software, the area under wheat in the crop year 94-95 in the study area whose value is 59203.
07 hectares and with the statistics of agricultural Jahad in Ardebil province, which is about
62480.21 hectares, it is 5.24% or about 3277.14 hectares, which seems to be acceptable.

Conclusion

Probably one of the earliest humanely cultivated plants is wheat, therefore considered to be
the most important crop, and the primary food is mostly the people of the world. According to
these conditions, estimating the cultivation area of this crop is very important and can help
authorities in planning and planning related to the food security basin. Therefore, it is very
important to have speed and accuracy in such evaluations, which is a measure of remote
sensing. The best time to determine wheat cultivars in Ardabil city in August and September,
most of which are under wheat cultivation and have a good reflection on the infrared and red
ranges and rarely, other crops are found, so less interference occurs in reflections. The results
of this study showed that Landsat 8 satellite imagery was relatively good in determining or
estimating the area under wheat cultivation (about 59203.07 hectares) with an error of about
5% Compared with the statistics of agricultural Jahad in Ardebil province (about 3277.14
hectares).
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