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Table 1- Pearson correlation coefficient between physical-ecological index and creative city development
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Table 2- The observed abundance of the social-cultural factor of the creative city
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Table 3- Determining the significance of the relationship between socio-cultural factors and the development of a creative city
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Table 4- Multiple correlation coefficient between economic strategies in creative city development
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Table 5- The results of regression analysis of variance between variables
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Table 6- Observed frequency of organizational-managerial factor and creative city in Shiraz city
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Table 7- Determining the significance of the relationship between the organizational-managerial factor and the development of the
creative city in Shiraz
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Table 8- KMO and Bartlett's tests
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Table 9- An overview of research factors and the contribution of each of them
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Tablel0- Indicators loaded in the first factor
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Tablell- Indicators loaded in the second factor

Jole oL KU RYA oals s,
K- sl \ans il b anslr Kb Jlean \
A b g5 S Y
atad S p SVsls 055 ol b v

2 S0 i e bl Sl aa Jale ol 5o (SLL e Sen e b (ol s o3 oo )
SVsls 03,5 aal b 5 Kb g SRl dawilr b anslr Soa b Jlsen slaasli sl belye

ONVJsd) Wlass 8 sl Jole ol 53 Syl o5 o (Kon b
LS o dmilona |y il S5l doss OMAY e 4 45 /008 Jalo ol o35 e :(s3lasl Jalo) p s Jalo —

il A D3 5 4 Dok IS0 o il 53 o8 st s b5 5



http://geographical-space.iau-ahar.ac.ir/article-1-3645-en.html

Downloaded from geographical-space.iau-ahar.ac.ir at 23:50 IRDT on Saturday June 13th 2026

VEOY 5l (AY o jlach a gu gauis Jlow salsil o sLdd ale sasliliad V't

P Jole 5 0 GME L sl s la\Y Jsus
Tablel2- Indicators loaded in the third factor

Jole gl L CORT oals iy,

sl v /VoV Jleil sl \
/VE4 Aol s il sl A
+/AYY @M:@uﬁj&:% Y

Ui sl (sl st Ut 33 Ua ke o 53 1yl o iy e St S L st L s oy Jole 3
OV 52) 05 olanst] Jole pl o Sy sl o 5t s s (S 5 oS 35 5 el Sl

s el 31 Aa VA L a8 23l o VA0 Jole il o305 Jlida 2oz e = Slasldeoler Jole -
Sl o (WWDsdr 8 4 Lledd (S0 ol Jale 55 48 ols pite ad o e 55 5 donles

f)Lé'? le.ﬁ PR ‘5J|J§)L. 6Lhu.a.‘5-u —-\v J‘g.\:-
Tablel3- Indicators loaded in the fourth factor
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Table 14- The matrix decision from scoring the creative city
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Table 15- Pairwise comparison of creative city criteria based on AHP
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Table 16- Weighted matrix of economic criteria
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Table 17- Suggestions resulting from the models used in the research
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Abstract

The idea of creative city enabled the innovative thinking and improve the identity of cities in
spite of the increasing competition for talents, investment and reidentification. the creative
cities are enumerated as a center of innovation, creativity and transformation of idea into
wealth. the economy of creative cities depends on culture and handicraft. The purpose of the
present study is to identify and prioritize the effective factors in developing SHIRAZ as a
creative city. Based on the hypothesis, the ecological and sociocultural factors, ecotourism
and organizational factors are very important. This study is done based on a descriptive-
analytic design and implemented a questionnaire and library techniques. To analyze the data,
SPSS was employed person chi-square, regression analysis and factor analysis were taken
into account. To prioritize the factors AHP model was used. The result showed a significant
relationship between the pour mentioned factors and the development of creative city. Based
on the factors analysis, the economical factors were the first, sociocultural factors were the
third and fourth important ones. The AHP results showed that the economical factors were the
most important ones and Hafez and Sa’adi zones were the best places. Some strategies such as
designing and performing the cultural elements in public spaces and historical zones are
suggested to develop a creative city.

Key words: creative city, creativity, factors analysis, AHP.

Problem statement

From the mid-1990s on, the creative city has become prevalent as a new strategy. Creative
city is a cultural approach in urban development. In this approach, the city has to be an
attractive environment to nurture talents, innovations and ideas, and consider the ideas and
creativity of specific individuals like the artists, scientists and authors as well as the ideas of
ordinary citizens in solving basic problems and founding the creative growth and
development. In this approach, culture is considered as the base of development and affects
the other sectors.

Creative cities are considered as centers of innovation and creativity and converting ideas into
wealth. As ideas and innovations are the main competitive components in the age of
globalization, every community desires to have a creative city.

With its high population consideration, Shiraz creates a wide range of human relationships,
which ends in production of extensive ideas and information. The diversity in races,
knowledge, migrations and projects leads to obtaining new ideas and innovations in
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information exchange. Shiraz metropolis with its historical and cultural background,
environmental facilities and potentials to attract domestic and foreign tourists, recognizing the
pillars and strategies of developing creative city and implementing this model in Shiraz could
bring about low-cost rapid development with the least intervention.

Purpose and hypotheses
The purpose of the study was to recognize and prioritize the dimensions effective in the
development of the creative city in Shiraz. The following hypotheses were developed in line
with this.
1. The physical and ecological characteristics of the city should foster the realization of
creative city strategies.
2. The existence of social and cultural contexts significantly increases the realization of the
creative city in Shiraz.
3. Economic and tourism strategies significantly affect the implementation of creative city.
4. Enhancing the organizational and managerial status and focusing on entrepreneurship can
be taken into account.
Creative city and creativity
Creative city theory presents the potential to empower local culture, identity and life quality
(Madrius, 2005: 15).
Creativity encompasses experience, innovation, the ability to rewrite rules, being
extraordinary, adopting a new look at affairs, visualizing possible future scenarios and
possible solutions to the problem, discovering commonalities between points of differences,
and having a flexible approach towards issues. Creativity is a tool for maximizing
opportunities in every situation and adding value and meaning to the result of human action in
any field (Sajjadian, 2012: 42).
Method
The study was applied-developmental in terms of nature and a combination of descriptive-
analytical in terms of methodology. In the first step, descriptive information and theoretical
resources of the creative city were categorized using written sources like papers, books,
dissertations and research projects and then the needed information was collected through
interviews with relevant organizations like Shiraz Municipality, Management and Planning,
Roads and Urban Development, Cultural Heritage and Tourism and the statistics were
extracted and the three questionnaires - indigenous people, experts and trustees - were
prepared and filled out.
SPSS was used in the study to analyze the data in inferential analysis. Hypotheses were tested
using Chi-square, Pearson regression tests and so on. The first dimension and indices were
determined through factor analysis and AHP model was used to confirm the results.
Conclusion will be presented using tables and charts.
Inferential statistics
Upon identifying the main variables, they were analyzed to show which of the independent
variables had a significant relationship with the dependent variable. The inferential statistics
was divided into two parts. The first part was testing the research hypotheses and the second
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part was the percentages of responses given to each of the factors examined including socio-
cultural factor, tourism economic factor, physical-ecological factor, and organizational-
managerial factor in all 3 studied communities: host society, experts and trustees. The sum of
these indices forming the research factors was presented and the sum of some indices formed
the elements of creative city in Shiraz in the present study. The obtained data was calculated
and presented in SPSS and stated in a 5-point Likert range including: very low, low, medium,
high and very high and scored 1 to 5, respectively. It has to be noted that some of the
questionnaire questions in all factors were asked as common questions (6 questions) and some
as non-shared questions (4 questions) among the three communities. These questions were re-
coded in data entry stage and the questions were computed in various sections as combined
(shared and non-shared) questions. Then the research hypotheses were tested and then the
results of each of the factors examined in the shared questions were presented and analyzed
separately.

Prioritizing factors using AHP method

They were implemented in AHP model and evaluated by multi-criteria to prioritize the indices
in various criteria (physical-ecological, socio-cultural, economic, and organizational-
managerial).

Then according to the observations and interviews conducted, four areas were suggested as
areas with higher potential to implement creative city development strategies: Hafezieh to
Saadieh Tomb, Afifabad Garden to Eram Garden, Zandieh complex including Arg of Karim
Khan, Bazaar, Vakil Bath and Mosque, Monuments, the Shahragh Shrine Complex. After
doing the calculations on pairwise comparisons and attraction options, the results from the
AHP method showed the first rank of economic elements in creative city in Shiraz. The next
rank was for socio-cultural factor. Based on pairwise comparisons between the creative city
development criteria using this method, it was found that the other two criteria
(organizational-managerial and physical-ecological) were ranked next with equal scores (5).
The results of the hierarchical analysis process showed the first rank of Hafezieh to Saadieh
among other indices of creative city in Shiraz. Moreover, according to pairwise comparisons
between the criteria of creative city development using AHP method, it was found that
economic criteria has a higher priority and thus a more effective role in creative city
development.

Conclusion

The hypotheses testing showed a significant relationship between the four assumed
independent variables (dependent variables) with the dependent variable of creative city
development. Various sections were identified using the factor analysis model of creative city
priorities in Shiraz.

- Economic factor was the first priority, socio-cultural factor the second, ecological factor the
third and managerial-organizational factor the fourth in development of creative city in
Shiraz.

- In the economic factor, job creation, income growth, and the quantitative and qualitative
improvement of the handicrafts were, respectively, the priorities of the creative city in Shiraz.
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- In the socio-cultural factor, community culture consistency with attractions, increase in
cultural diversity and facilitating cultural exchanges were, respectively, the priorities of the
creative city in Shiraz.

- In the physical-ecological factor, large recreational complex, increase in natural ecological
dimensions and construction of ecological city and physical-ecological facilities were,
respectively, the priorities of creative city in Shiraz.

- In the organizational-managerial factor, office-organizational poles, increase in
management centers, equipping lecture halls, and youth tendency to join organizations were,
respectively, the priorities of the creative city in Shiraz.

AHP analysis results indicated that economic factor was the most important factor, followed
by sociocultural and physical-ecological and finally the managerial-organizational factors.
General suggestions

This part encompasses suggestions according to the interpretation of the purpose of the study
to develop of creative city in Shiraz metropolis, including identifying practical and
economically feasible plans for creative city in Shiraz, training economic experts on the
creative city issue, and defining employment-oriented perspectives and policies in Shiraz.
Moreover, they were presenting economic goods and products in a creative way in green
packaging, strengthening the sociocultural role of Shiraz by highlighting the historical
background of the city, strengthening the outstanding historical and craftsmanship and the
creative customs of Shiraz by holding fairs, expanding the public transportation network,
especially the subway, developing urban furniture with creative ideas and using old and
unused furniture and scrap materials, strengthening trails and bicycles, and rebuilding textures
and historic sites by giving new uses. These suggestions also included creating and expanding
office and organizational facilities for Shiraz people, creating employment contexts based on
creative city in Shiraz, increasing natural ecological aspects, building ecological city, creating
art houses for supporting creative city projects near the historical monuments in Shiraz,
creating a creative city section in the trustee institutions of planning in Shiraz like the Cultural
Heritage and Tourism Department, developing creativity building in Shiraz to develop its
facilities and infrastructure, designing and implementing Shiraz cultural symbols in the
squares and historic and new areas of the city by designing public spaces and holding
traditional Shiraz music events on Shiraz Day.
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