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Table 1- Classification of drought and wet periods based on VCI index
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Table 2- Classification of drought and wet periods based on SP1 index
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Figure 2: VCI Index of Bushehr province (January 2001 to 2018)


http://geographical-space.iau-ahar.ac.ir/article-1-3807-fa.html

Downloaded from geographical-space.iau-ahar.ac.ir at 14:15 IRDT on Thursday June 11th 2026

\AY

5L AL uleal y3 et g3 yliel JlaSBA Ghaly

YAF aieds

T-AY appils *

Aupan
- .
» vz
» viwmus
Qamon

B cawox

e

YeOA augdly

5 s

(VA B Y Y 4 g05) gds Okl VCI jasls 1Y IS aals!
continue of figure 2: VCI Index of Bushehr province (January 2001 to 2018)
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Figure 3: VCI Index of Bushehr Province (February 2001 to 2018)
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Continue of figure 3: VCI Index of Bushehr Province (February 2001 to 2018)
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Figure 4: VCI Index of Bushehr Province (March 2001 to 2018)
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Table 4- Percentage of vegetation status index classes in February 2001 to 2018
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Abstract

Drought is a creepy phenomenon, reversible climate and an unavoidable reality in different
climates that is caused by a lack of rainfall over a period of time. The purpose of this research, is
to monitor in Bushehr province based on SPI and VCI indices using MODIS sensors. In this

regard, using 54 time series images of the Normalized Vegetation Difference Index (NDVI) of
MODIS satellite products from the growing seasons (January, February and March) between
2001 and 2018, the VCI, Vegetation Status Index, which is a normalized index to assess drought
is calculated. Then, the standard SPI precipitation index for 5 synoptic stations (Borazjan,
Bushehr, Deylam, Dayyer and Jam) was calculated during an 18-year statistical period, and
according to the SPI classification table, very severe drought, severe drought, drought Moderate,
almost normal., moderate wet, very wet and very severe wet were divided. Then the correlation
coefficient of these two indices was calculated and it was found that the two indices have a
significant correlation coefficient. The results of drought monitoring showed that during this 18-
year period, in some years, the VCI index of severe drought (2009) shows that less rainfall
occurred in the same year, and in 2014 it shows a very severe wet season where significant
rainfall has occurred. Also, the results of the correlation between these two indices showed that
the six-month SPI correlation coefficient has a higher correlation with the average VCI index
than the quarter. In general., it was found that in the absence of meteorological indicators, a
satellite index can be used to monitor drought.

Keywords: Drought, vegetation, SPI and VCI index, MODIS sensor, Bushehr province.
Introduction

Various parts of our environment are impacted by natural calamities like floods, lightning, and
drought. Among these occurrences, drought stands out as a crucial and highly influential
phenomenon, also transcended continental boundaries. Additionally, drought has the capability
to affect expansive regions for extended periods. In fact, drought represents a significant
situation that has impacted numerous parts of the world and is considered the most intricate
atmospheric hazard. Arid and semi-arid regions frequently experience drought as the prevailing
climatic pattern. However, the diverse timing and locations of drought events make it
challenging to accurately identify their occurrence based solely on spatial observations. While a
lack of rainfall is often the cause of drought, abnormalities in other variables such as temperature
and evapotranspiration can also contribute. To properly analyze drought, it is essential to possess
an indicator that precisely determines wet and dry periods. Since the effects of drought on
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vegetation manifest gradually, vegetation indices have been proposed by many scientists as
crucial parameters for mapping agricultural lands, studying rainfall, estimating the climatic
impacts of drought conditions, and determining plant potential. Traditional methods for
investigating drought involve utilizing meteorological indicators calculated from station data.
However, these stations in Iran are not adequately distributed and frequently encounter data
shortages. In contrast, remote sensing technology allows for the collection of images from large
areas using various sensors. The objective of this study is to employ remote sensing techniques
utilizing satellite images from the MODIS sensor to monitor drought and compare its accuracy
against precipitation station data (SPI index) in the strategic and coastal province of Bushehr

Materials & Methods

Bushehr province is situated in the northern region of the Persian Gulf, encompassing a narrow
strip that stretches from Deylam port to Nayband. Geographically, it is positioned between 27°
14" to 30° 16" North Latitude and 50° 6" to 52° 58" East Longitude. The province's extensive
latitude and longitude contribute to its notable characteristic of natural diversity. It shares a
border of over 600 km with the Persian Gulf. In this research study, the Normalized Vegetation
Difference Index (NDVI) time series images from the MODIS satellite products were utilized.
Specifically, 54 images from the growing seasons (January, February, and March) spanning from
2001 to 2018 were analyzed. The VCI (Vegetation Condition Index), a normalized index used to
evaluate drought, was calculated based on the NDVI data. Additionally, the standard SPI
(Standardized Precipitation Index) was computed for five synoptic stations (Borazjan, Bushehr,
Deylam, Dayyer, and Jam) over an 18-year statistical period. The SPI classification table was
used to categorize the precipitation levels into very severe drought, severe drought, moderate
drought, almost normal, moderate wet, very wet, and very severe wet. Subsequently, the
correlation coefficient between these two indices was calculated, revealing a significant
correlation between them.

Discussion & Results

Based on the findings derived from the classified images, the most significant drought
occurrence throughout the statistical period of 2001-2018 was observed in March 2009. This
severe drought, categorized as Class 1 and 2, encompassed 96.92% of the province's total area.
Additionally, an average drought, identified as Class 3, covered 2.19% of the province's total
area. In January 2003, Class 1 and 2 drought accounted for 43.67% of the province's total area.
This percentage increased to 77.8% in 2009, 76.08% in 2017, and 42.99% in 2018. In February
2008, Class 1 and 2 drought covered 50.23% of the province's total area, while in 2011 and 2012,
these classes occupied 40.93% and 39.03% of the total area, respectively. During the years 2009,
2015, 2017, and 2018, the largest area affected by severe drought (Classes 1 and 2) in February
and March compared to other classes. The highest level of precipitation occurred in January
2006 and February and March 2014. Among these three years, March 2014 stood out as the
wettest, with 95.41% of the province's total area falling within the 4th, 5th, and 6th wetness
grades. This represents the wettest year within the statistical period of 2001-2018. The results of
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calculating the annual standard rainfall index indicated that the studied stations in Bushehr
province experienced varying levels of drought. The most severe drought, with an SPI (-2/07),
occurred in 2010 at the Bushehr station, while the most severe wetness, with an SPI (2/39), was
observed in 2017 at the Jam Station.

Conclusions

The results of drought monitoring showed that during this 18-year period, in some years, the VCI
index of severe drought (2009) shows that less rainfall occurred in the same year, and in 2014 it
shows a very severe wet season where significant rainfall has occurred. Also, the results of the
correlation between these two indices showed that the six-month SPI correlation coefficient has a
higher correlation with the average VCI index than the quarter. In general, it was found that in
the absence of meteorological indicators, a satellite index can be used to monitor drought.
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