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Figure 1 :Map of the location and geographical distribution of the studied stations
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Figure 3: Spatial distribution map of correlation coefficient values between the October Standardized Precipitation
Index (SPI) and the Indian Ocean Dipole (I0D) for different time lags. a) Simultaneous correlation, b) One-month lag, c)
Two-month lag, 3) Three-month lag
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Figure 3: Spatial distribution map of correlation coefficient values between the November Standardized Precipitation
Index (SPI) and the Indian Ocean Dipole (I0OD) for different time lags. a) Simultaneous correlation, b) One-month lag, c)
Two-month lag, 3) Three-month lag
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Table 2: Indian Ocean Dipole Index (I0D) values in October and November with widespread droughts and wet
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Figure 5: Sea surface temperature (SST) during positive and negative phases of the Indian Ocean
Dipole (I0D) during the wet and dry months of the autumn season. Top figure: Positive phase of the
Indian Ocean Dipole (I0D) during the wet season in November 1997. Bottom figure: Negative phase
of the Indian Ocean Dipole (I0D) during the dry season in October 1998. Black boxes delimit changes

(in sea surface temperature (SST) for calculating the Indian Ocean Dipole (10D
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Figure 3:Spatial distribution map of correlation coefficient values between the December Standardized Precipitation

Index (SPI) and the Indian Ocean Dipole (I0OD) for different time lags. a) Simultaneous correlation, b) One-month lag, c)
Two-month lag, 3) Three-month lag
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Figure 7: Spatial distribution map of correlation coefficient values between the January Standardized Precipitation Index

(SP1) and the Indian Ocean Dipole (10D) for different time lags. a) Simultaneous correlation, b) One-month lag, c) Two-
month lag, 3) Three-month lag
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Figure 8: Spatial distribution map of correlation coefficient values between the February Standardized Precipitation Index

(SP1) and the Indian Ocean Dipole (10D) for different time lags. a) Simultaneous correlation, b) One-month lag, c) Two-
month lag, 3) Three-month lag
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Table 3- Indian Ocean Dipole Index (IOD) values in December, January and February with widespread
droughts and wet spells
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Figure 9: Spatial distribution map of correlation coefficient values between the March Standardized
Precipitation Index (SPI) and the Indian Ocean Dipole (10D) for different time lags. a) Simultaneous
correlation, b) One-month lag, c) Two-month lag, 3) Three-month lag
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Figure 10: Spatial distribution map of correlation coefficient values between the April Standardized

Precipitation Index (SPI) and the Indian Ocean Dipole (I0D) for different time lags. a) Simultaneous
correlation, b) One-month lag, c) Two-month lag, 3) Three-month lag
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Table 4- Indian Ocean Dipole Index (I0D) values in March, April and May with widespread droughts and
wet spells
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Figure 11: Sea surface temperature (SST) during positive and negative phases of the Indian Ocean Dipole (I0OD)
during the wet and dry months of the spring season. Top figure: Positive phase of the Indian Ocean Dipole (10D)

during the wet season in March 1992. Bottom figure: Negative phase of the Indian Ocean Dipole (I0D) during the
dry season in April 2000. Black boxes delimit changes in sea surface temperature (SST) for calculating the Indian

(Ocean Dipole (IOD
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Abstract

The research mostly aims to investigate the correlation analysis of the Indian Ocean Dipole (10D) index
and drought and wet years in Iran on a monthly basis. To this aim, a correlation analysis was performed
between the Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI) of 63 synoptic stations in Iran and the Indian Ocean
Dipole (I0OD) index values using the Pearson product-moment correlation coefficient. The findings
suggested that in autumn, a moderate positive correlation was noted between the Indian Ocean Dipole
(10D) Index and drought and wet years in Iran in a one-month lag. In other words, droughts of the
autumn season in Iran occurred in the negative phase while wet years in the positive phase of this index.
In the winter, however, no significant correlation was noted between the drought and wet years in Iran and
the Indian Ocean Dipole (I0OD) index. It was also noted in springs that there was a negative correlation
between drought and wet years in Iran, especially in its southern parts and the Indian Ocean Dipole (10D)
index. In other words, the droughts in this season in Iran occurred in the positive phase while the wet years
in the negative phase, i.e., exactly the opposite of the relationship seen in the autumn.

Keywords: Tele-connection, Pearson product-moment correlation coefficient, Spearman's rank
correlation coefficient, time lag, drought, wet year, Iran

Introduction

The Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) is a climate phenomenon in the Indian Ocean. The Indian Ocean
dipole is the difference in sea surface temperatures (SSTs) between the Eastern and Western
regions of the Indian Ocean. The 10D can significantly impact weather patterns and climate in
the surrounding areas, including parts of Africa, Southeast Asia, and Australia. As a result, the
Indian Ocean Dipole climate index is closely watched by long-range forecasters because of this
phenomenon’s impact on subseasonal and seasonal timescales. The negative phase of the IOD is
driven by cooler-than-normal SSTs off the coast of Africa and warmer-than-normal SSTs to the
west of Indonesia. This configuration of surface sea temperatures boosts normal circulation. The
more robust circulation brings more consistent westerly winds over the ocean, more vigorous
convection over Indonesia, and often drought conditions for the Horn of Africa. This pattern is
consistent with La Nifia (negative phase of ENSO). The positive phase of the 10D is driven by
warmer-than-normal SSTs off the coast of Africa and cooler-than-normal SSTs to the west of
Indonesia. This configuration of surface sea temperatures reverses normal circulation, with
easterly winds setting up across the equatorial Pacific. The reversed circulation suppresses
convection over Indonesia, leading to predominantly dry weather and the potential for drought.
Over the Horn of Africa, convection is enhanced, and rainfall is much more abundant than usual.
This pattern is consistent with EI Nifio (the positive phase of ENSO). Therefore, this study aims


http://geographical-space.iau-ahar.ac.ir/article-1-3963-en.html

Downloaded from geographical-space.iau-ahar.ac.ir at 11:50 IRST on Friday November 28th 2025

VFer liwo) AA o)lods oyl 9 Comay 090 (2Ll 2> Lad ole aollad \id

to statistically model the relationship between the variability of the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)
index and droughts in Iran at a station scale.

Materials and Methods

The research mostly aims to investigate the correlation analysis of the Indian Ocean Dipole
(IOD) index and drought and wet years in Iran on a monthly basis. To this aim, a correlation
analysis was performed between the Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI) of 63 synoptic
stations in Iran and the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) index values using the Pearson product-
moment correlation coefficient.

Results and Discussion

The results of the correlation analysis between the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) index and
droughts in Iran on a monthly scale showed that during the autumn months, there is a moderate
positive correlation observed between the Indian Ocean Dipole (10D) index and droughts in Iran,
both in simultaneous and one-month lagged relationships. This means that with the increase or
decrease in the values of the Indian Ocean Dipole (I0OD) index, the values of the standardized
precipitation index (SPI) also subsequently increase or decrease. In the winter season, the
correlation between droughts and floods in Iran with the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) index was at
its lowest statistical level. In other words, there is no strong statistical relationship between
droughts and floods in Iran and the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) index during the winter season.
Finally, in the spring season, the calculation of the correlation coefficients between the values of
the standardized precipitation index (SPI) and the Indian Ocean Dipole (10D) index showed that
there is a moderate negative correlation in the simultaneous relationship between droughts and
wet periods in Iran, particularly in its southern half. This means that with an increase or decrease
in the numerical values of the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) index, the standardized precipitation
index (SPI) will also decrease or increase. In other words, the droughts in this season in Iran
occur during the positive phase, while the wet periods occur during the negative phase.

Conclusion

The findings suggested that in autumn, a moderate positive correlation was noted between the
Indian Ocean Dipole (I0D) Index and drought and wet years in Iran in a one-month lag. In other
words, droughts of the autumn season in Iran occurred in the negative phase while wet years in
the positive phase of this index. In the winter, however, no significant correlation was noted
between the drought and wet years in Iran and the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) index. It was also
noted in springs that there was a negative correlation between drought and wet years in Iran,
especially in its southern parts and the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) index. In other words, the
droughts in this season in Iran occurred in the positive phase while the wet years in the negative
phase, i.e., exactly the opposite of the relationship seen in the autumn.
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