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Table 3- Results of the correlation coefficient to determine the relationship between two

variables
P) sl ()l il ot Jos orie | )

e L Vot slassl sla_yas s g 5 a5l 5l ol

WARLY +/eVA bl sl oLl s oblael 4 wmes

e /A0 sslasl sla sl Sl & g 2

o/aeY +/OEA olasl sl el J ISR U I

ZARR /ot bl sla el ezl Sy 5l ol
o0y /89 lasl gla axls el 53 e 4 a
! VYA bl gla_anls il et 4y s | 9
ey V14A s3lasl sla el oAbl s dstle __Q
A3 ARR 3ladl gla el wlo o dolate 55 Y
AR [ARR bl sla el poe Sl solaidl 5 elarl sla iyl J g

e /o4 s3lasl gls sl S w5 2l

et /Y10 slasl gla asls A slcws 55 SUSH 4wz

A Yo slasl gla asls GG 4 s sl gliael nd ules] Cinois

/el YNE sslasl sla sl ol ol 5 S5 iS5l

o i Lz O g £ S
Sl o fd (kg 5 ool 5l (Gols) 95 0 (gl e sdel oty 3 Ikl gl pelad  Ess ool 3
UL Rl 4 Cod 3 bl st (O w5 258 clels e 4 o s (ol
it DS Ol 53 e (SR S Lo 2l Olse 4 G5 4 el by 5 (S5 2ok

ol s e Ol CL‘ LA Gl dslae Sl e jame 4y 5 olile 3L Slg Jde jo la e ol 1A acils el

VY


http://geographical-space.iau-ahar.ac.ir/article-1-4122-fa.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.83252/geospa.2025.3.4122

[ DOI: 10.83252/geospa.2025.3.4122 ]

Downloaded from geographical-space.iau-ahar.ac.ir at 0:58 IRDT on Monday June 15th 2026

AP oY 30l QY o5lods poxdy g Comans 090 ‘@Lﬁlp‘sws‘d&um&

\¥

e ot L (bl glapatls) s it lols Olsme 31 BT S0YA ) Los YA oty (sl i
Gble 5 (ool gls Lasls 54 Ole 53 50 (6,505 Gl piie &S Sl pl SOL el o IS
D35 s gmn 3 48 ,b Sy ilsls oo gl sl ol e sl aalllas 3 S Wles SIS 30 s
s opl by se Sledlbl (0) 5 (8) Jslinr s oo 0L olg o8 53 1) La it o oot alaily 5 O 5
Jde 0350 s gme 5 sdel ool SB35 L copmasss alalas 3,50 5 ke 0 dias oo OLES | s
Sloatls a5 L1 elarl Sle Olpe 055 o 5 ol L hagsy cpl 03 o piite L 05 55 26

135 (e anllas 550 adlas 3 Sliny; Gble ) (galadl

y =420+ —0.238(X,) + —0.023 (¥,) + 0.235 (X,) + —0.165 (X,) + —0.021(X.)
+ —0.125 (X,)

@bl glajasli 5 elal Clas dul) (e Gl G o dir O g S5l 2 —E 5

Table 4- Multi-step regression coefficients for explaining the relationship between social
justice and economic indicators
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Table 5- Coefficients of variables entered in the final regression equation to explain the
relationship between social justice and economic indicators
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Figure 1: Relative importance of independent variables in explaining economic indicators
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Study and Analysis of the Effects of Social Justice on Improving Economic Indicators in
Rural Areas, Case Study: Ardabil County

Vakil Heidari Sarban, Professor of Geography and Rural Planning, Department of Geography and Urban and
Rural Planning, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Mohaghegh Ardabili, Ardabil, Iran.

Abstract

Today, economic growth and development are the only concerns of the governments of any
society, and for all citizens of the world, economic growth and development are their first
priority, and one of the most important factors affecting the improvement of economic
indicators is justice and equality in society. The purpose of this article is to study and analyze
the effects of social justice on improving economic indicators in rural areas of Ardabil County.
This research is of the correlation type and uses an analytical-explanatory method. The
statistical population studied in this study includes all villagers over 15 years of age living in
rural areas of Ardabil County (N=85053), of which 383 people were selected as a statistical
sample using the Cochran formula. The face validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by a
panel of experts. A pilot study was conducted in a similar area of the statistical population
with 30 questionnaires, and with the data obtained and using the special Cronbach's alpha
formula in SPSS software, the reliability of the different parts of the research questionnaire
was obtained from 0.77 to 0.90. The results of the Pearson correlation test showed that, except
for the components of access to credit and obtaining social and economic security for people,
there is a positive and significant relationship between all research components and the
improvement of economic indicators in rural areas of Ardabil County. Finally, based on the
analysis of the results, practical suggestions have been provided. Looking at the promotion
and growth of economic indicators from the perspective of equality and justice, which to this
day has not been covered in any texts, means that today, justice and equality act as the driving
force of economic growth and development.

Keywords: Social Justice, Rural Economy, Economic Development, Rural Development,
Ardabil County

Introduction

The majority of the poor in our country live in rural areas, and while a large number of the
poor in this country live in rural areas, it should also be noted that in rural areas, wealth and
opportunities are not distributed equally, and in other words, inequality is very visible in rural
areas. Also, an unequal society causes the systematic weakening of the incentives for
knowledge, efficiency, and productivity, and instead, rent, usury, corruption, and the
domination of the unproductive become widespread. Social justice causes the production-
oriented institutional structure to give way to the mafia and unproductive institutional
structure, and survival, welfare, productivity, competitiveness and flexibility increase,
property rights are guaranteed, transaction costs are reduced, production flourishes and taxes
are collected in line with maximizing benefits. Through institutional reforms, the opportunity
cost of free consumption and effortless and immediate benefits increase because in an
unproductive institutional structure, production cannot grow, organizational and institutional
capacities are realized in achieving high capability, ability, resistance and flexibility, economic
transparency becomes evident and transparency means the death of rent-seeking.
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On the other hand, the author's field studies and surveys in rural areas of Ardabil County
indicate that the level of inequality and injustice in the economic, social, political, and
environmental lives of villagers in rural areas and even between urban and rural areas is
clearly visible. If one compares these two human settlements, it becomes clear that the class
gap and the gap between rich and poor between these two settlements is very large because
most of the world's poor live in rural areas, and even the World Bank; He defines rural
development as "a strategy to reduce rural poverty.” If we look at the rural areas themselves,
apart from this comparison, it is clear that the residents of rural areas have major differences in
terms of economy, knowledge, culture, psychological capabilities, political awareness,
knowledge, environmental attitude, wealth, power, and status. These differences and
distinctions act as a barrier to the economic growth and development of rural areas. Therefore,
the author enters the story with the assumption that there is increasing inequality in various
forms, in various fields, and on different scales, which acts as a barrier to the development of
rural areas and turns the improvement of economic indicators into a wish and ideal. From this
perspective, resources and facilities are not used rationally, resources and facilities are not
distributed optimally, capital outflows occur more intensively from rural areas, access to
opportunities is not fair, savings It is more like a myth than reality. No action is taken to
reduce production costs. No attention is paid to reducing transaction costs. Financial
development indicators are deteriorating instead of improving. No effort is made to create new
economic activities. No action is taken to facilitate investment facilities. Production chains are
not identified for higher production and with high efficiency and productivity. No attention is
paid to the job satisfaction of villagers. No measures are taken to increase the per capita
income of villagers in Ardabil County. Social welfare and quality of life of villagers are falling
every day. Increased investment in wealth generation, per capita income, and GDP in rural
areas of Ardabil County are being forgotten. The light of rural handicrafts is losing its light
day by day. Villagers are fighting for survival, not for more consumption and other life
drivers. The provision of government credit services to villagers is at a low level. Agricultural
inputs to increase productivity and efficiency are either not provided to the villagers or are
provided on a small scale, no effort is made to diversify the rural economy, farmers' products
are not insured, and farmers suffer extremely high losses and damages every year. In this
regard, the author believes that the cause and effect, or in other words, the only or sole cause
of these problems is inequality and the lack of realization of social justice and equal
distribution of facilities and resources in the rural areas of Ardabil County. For this reason,
this article has attempted to discuss and examine the relationship between the two variables of
social justice and the improvement of economic indicators in rural areas. For this reason, this
research seeks to examine and explore this question: Is there a meaningful relationship
between social justice and the improvement of rural economic indicators?

Materials and Methods

The purpose of this article is to study and analyze the effects of social justice on improving
economic indicators in rural areas of Ardabil County. This research is of correlational type and
analytical-explanatory method. The statistical population studied in this research includes all
villagers over 15 years old living in rural areas of Ardabil County (N=85053), of which 383
people were selected as a statistical sample using the Cochran formula. The face validity of the
questionnaire was confirmed by a panel of experts. A pilot study was conducted in a similar
area of the statistical population with 30 questionnaires, and with the data obtained and using
the special formula of Cronbach's alpha in SPSS software, the reliability of the different parts
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of the research questionnaire was obtained from 0.77 to 0.90. The results of the Pearson
correlation test showed that, except for the components of access to credit and obtaining social
and economic security for the people, there is a positive and significant relationship between
all the research components and the improvement of economic indicators in rural areas of
Ardabil County. Finally, based on the analysis of the results, practical suggestions have been
provided. Looking at the promotion and growth of economic indicators from the perspective
of equality and justice, which has not been covered in any texts to date, means that today,
justice and equality act as the driving force of economic growth and development.

Findings and Results

Finally, the results of the Pearson correlation coefficient show that the relationship between
the variables of access to education and health, access to information, access to political
power, social status, poverty alleviation and unemployment, access to equal facilities and
opportunities, weakening the subjective feeling of society members towards inequality, and
improving the quality of life and social welfare is positive at the 1 percent error level, and the
relationship between the variables of access to sources of income, access to social networks,
intervention in the organization and balanced distribution of capital with the dependent
variable of economic indicators is positive at the 5 percent error level. In addition, no
significant relationship was observed between the variables of access to government credits
and obtaining social and economic supplies for the people with the variable of economic
indicators.

Discussion and Conclusion

Regarding the significant relationship between education and health variables and the
improvement of economic indicators, it is worth mentioning this point, since today, unlike the
agricultural revolution, which was arm-oriented and the industrial revolution was machine-
oriented, wealth production and accumulation are brain-oriented. That is, the more knowledge
rural citizens have, the more productivity, effectiveness, and efficiency they have with the help
of knowledge and knowledge storage. In addition, education increases economic capacities
and productive investments and leads to cultural-intellectual development and civilizational
developments. And since one of the most important indicators of economic development is the
employment of citizens, we can help economic development in rural areas by investing in
human resources and developing human talents and capacities to use employment
opportunities in rural areas. If this proposition is accepted that work is the most sacred and
inviolable human asset, and the lack of employment opportunities in the national economy is a
clear waste of this precious asset, this obstacle can only be safely crossed with the help of
education and empowerment of rural residents.
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