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Figure 1: Location of the Qomrud watershed in Qom province and Iran
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Figure 2: Weight of each indicator based on the AHP method
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Table 5 - Area and percentage of area of zones with different permeability potential in the basin
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Table 6 - Number and location of water wells in the area
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Figure 13 : Map of groundwater recharge potential and wells in the basin
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Abstract

In recent years, due to water scarcity as a result of human activities including agriculture, industry and
domestic use, groundwater extraction has increased dramatically.This has increased the need to
identify potential groundwater recharge areas. Groundwater is one of the most valuable natural
resources of any country and is present almost everywhere under the earth's surface and is the main
source of water supply worldwide. Groundwater plays an important role in maintaining the flow
between rainfall sequences, especially during long dry periods. In addition to human needs, many
ecosystem life such as rivers, lakes and wetlands depend on groundwater flow. The lives of the
residents of the study area are also highly dependent on the extraction of groundwater resources. The
present study aimed to identify the groundwater recharge potential zones (GPRZ) of the Qomrud
aquifer basin using Geographic Information System (GIS) and Multi-Criteria Decision Analysis
(MCDA) based on the Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP) technique. Nine influential factors
including lithology, slope, land use/land cover, soil, drainage density, geological lineament density,
landform, elevation and annual rainfall were identified as influential factors in groundwater recharge
and analyzed in GIS10.5. These parameters were weighted using Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP)
and integrated using Geographic Information System (ArcGIS) based on Weighted Linear
Combination (WLC) method. Based on the results, the region was classified into five classes (GPRZ)
of groundwater recharge potential zones including very high, high, medium, low and very low
recharge potential. The results show that about 1.874 km2 (24.8%) is in the very high recharge
potential category, 1558 km2 (44.4%) is in the high potential category, 7.773 km2 (22.1%) is in the
medium potential category, 2.59 km2 (1.7%) is in the low potential category and 1.244 km2 (7%) is in
the very low potential category. The results of this study can provide policymakers in the fields of
water and soil resources, environment, and other stakeholders with valuable information to improve
groundwater resource management and sustainable development of the region.

Keywords: Qomrud watershed, groundwater recharge, geographic information system (GIS), multi-
criteria decision making (AHP).

Introduction

Water, as a valuable natural resource, plays a vital role in the lives of humans and other living beings,
without which life becomes practically impossible. Population growth, urban expansion, and the
development of industry and agriculture have greatly increased the demand for water. Iran's location in
the arid and semi-arid region of the world with one-third of the global average rainfall and irregular
temporal and spatial distribution of rainfall has created serious challenges in providing water
resources.

Qom province is one of the provinces that are prone to migration, therefore, the increasing demand for
water resources and on the other hand, the shortage and fluctuations of surface water resources have
made the use of groundwater resources inevitable to meet the needs of the people and the economic
development of the region. Excessive extraction leads to a decrease in the groundwater level and
subsequent consequences. In order to sustainably supply the water resources of the region,
groundwater recharge is needed. At the present time, when our country, including the study area, is
located in a dry and low-rainfall region on the one hand and is involved in a long-term drought on the
other hand, and the possibility of groundwater recharge has decreased naturally, identifying areas
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susceptible to groundwater recharge and using these areas to recharge groundwater aquifers can be a
solution to this problem.

Materials and methods

In this study, 9 criteria including lithology, slope, land use/land cover, soil, drainage density,
geological lineament density, landform, elevation, and annual precipitation were used to identify and
determine potential groundwater recharge areas in the Qomrud watershed. Considering the diversity of
the criteria considered, the Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) model was used to achieve the desired
result.

The Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) is one of the most comprehensive systems designed for multi-
criteria decision making, and it is based on pairwise comparisons. The pairwise comparison matrix
significantly reduces the complexity of the decision concept, because only two decision elements are
considered at a time. Its main steps include: 1. Constructing the pairwise comparison matrix; 2.
Pairwise comparison of options; 3. Determining the weight of options; 4. Calculating the
incompatibility rate. The Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) is a multi-criteria decision-making
method for weighting criteria and selecting the optimal option based on pairwise comparisons. In this
method, expert opinions are used to determine the weight of criteria and prioritize options. The AHP
approach uses spatial data more efficiently and reliably in groundwater management systems. In this
study, first, using the paired comparison table provided by Saati, the variables used were compared
and evaluated in pairs according to the opinions of eleven experts and specialists in the field of
groundwater recharge.

Discussion and results

After standardizing the nine layers of landform, lithology, elevation, slope, soil, land use, drainage
density, lineaments, and rainfall, the selected indicators were prepared for each layer and the score of
each layer was determined based on the analytic hierarchy process. Each layer had sub-sections whose
scores were also determined. In the next step, each layer was multiplied by the weight of that layer and
combined with other layers. Finally, the resulting map was created as a basin zoning map in terms of
groundwater recharge potential.

To validate the results, the layer of groundwater well points in the region, which was prepared from
the provincial regional water organization, was used. At this stage, by superimposing the layer of
groundwater well points and the zoning map, it was determined that the prepared map has high
accuracy. Of the 25 wells in the area, 2 are in the medium-capacity range, 12 are in the high-capacity
range, and 11 are in the very high-capacity range, indicating the appropriate accuracy of the map.

Conclusion

The use of geographic information system (GIS) along with multi-criteria decision-making methods
such as analytic hierarchy process (AHP) is considered a powerful and efficient tool for identifying
potential groundwater storage areas. In this study, in addition to preparing a map of groundwater
storage potential in the Qomrud basin, the efficiency of analytic hierarchy process and geographic
information system was also examined. First, 9 indicators, landform, lithology, elevation, slope, soil,
land use, drainage density, lineaments, and rainfall were extracted in the studied basin, and then, using
the table provided by Saati and expert opinions, a pairwise comparison was performed, and the weight
of each indicator was determined using the analytic hierarchy process. The results obtained show that
the landform and geology indicators have the highest weight, and the lineament and rainfall indicators
have the lowest weight. The various thematic layers used in this study were satellite data, topographic,
geological, soil, land use and meteorological maps in the software environment (GIS). The weights
obtained from the hierarchical analysis of the layers prepared on were combined and merged, and a
groundwater recharge potential map was obtained. Based on the resulting map, 2432.2 square
kilometers of the basin are located in the zone with high and very high groundwater recharge potential,
and about 303.3 square kilometers are located in the zone with low and very low potential. The result
of the validation of the maps prepared using the location of water wells in the region also confirms the
accuracy of the zoning. As a result, it can be said that the use of hierarchical analysis (AHP) along
with the use of indicators involved in groundwater recharge can be a suitable solution for preparing a
map of suitable zones for groundwater recharge. The results of this study can serve as a management
tool for water resources planners and policymakers, especially groundwater resources. It is expected
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that the implementation of recharge management practices will improve the status of groundwater
resources and, as a result, significantly increase the volume of water available for use by the local
population.
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